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       NATIONAL STATISTICS 
 
 

In 2013, 10,076 people lost their lives in motor vehicles acci-
dents where the driver had a blood alcohol  

content of .08 or higher.   That is an average of 
one alcohol impaired driving fatality  

every 52 minutes. 
 

Of the 10,076 deaths in 2013, 65% were  
drivers, 27% were passengers, and 8% of the 

deaths were non-occupants. 
 

“The estimated economic cost of all motor vehicle traffic crashes in the United States  in 2010 (the 
most recent year for which cost data is available) was $277 billion, of which $49.8 billion resulted 
from-alcohol-impaired-driving crashes.”   National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, 2013 

Traffic Safety Facts. 
 
 

                  We Can Prevent  
                                                   Alcohol Related Crashes. 

 
                Designate a Sober Driver. 

                 Take a Cab. 
           Sleep it Off. 

  
                                                            DON’T TAKE A CHANCE, OR A LIFE.  YOU HAVE A CHOICE! 

 

 
The Lane County Sheriff ’s Office wants to remind everyone to drive sober. 

 
Statistics from the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration. 
 
**A driver is considered alcohol impaired by the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration if their BAC, or blood alco-
hol content, is at, or above, .08 grams per deciliter (g/dL). 

http://www-nrd.nhtsa.dot.gov/Pubs/812102.pdf
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The Lane County Sheriff’s Office currently provides 20 hours of standard patrol services a day to ap-

proximately 100,000 residents in unincorporated Lane County.  Beyond the standard patrol services 

(called main office patrol), there are additional programs that rely on the infrastructure of main office 

patrol to operate safely and effectively.  Without the basic patrol services,  we would not be able to run 

many of the additional programs that we currently have. 

 

Main Office Patrol:  There are 21 deputies assigned to main office patrol who respond to calls from 

the mountains in McKenzie Bridge and Willamette Pass to the Pacific Ocean north and south of Flor-

ence spanning over 4,600 square miles.  This very base level patrol service is only able to respond to in

-progress life safety calls for service.  The other supplemental patrol services below would not be func-

tional without this base foundation. 

 

Criminal Investigations Section:  This team of four deputies and a sergeant 

is responsible for investigating homicides, violent person crimes such as rape, 

robbery, and felony assaults, and sex crimes against children.  Each detective 

is carrying an active caseload of over 20 cases.   

 

Bureau of Land Management (BLM) Patrol:  This program is comprised of two deputies who patrol 

BLM lands alongside two local BLM Rangers.  They focus on misuse of public land issues, forest ma-

terial theft, trespass, and criminal mischief, as well as enforcement activity for intoxicated juveniles on 

BLM lands.  These positions are fully funded by BLM. 

 

Marine Patrol:  Lane County is home to 45 lakes, 5 rivers, and 22 miles of 

Oregon coastline.  Three deputies are assigned to patrol all of the waterways 

within Lane County.  This program, including their equipment, is funded by 

the Oregon State Marine Board.  Their focus is on safety education through en-

forcement.  The deputies also coordinate educational programs for water safety 

in area schools, provide boat safety inspections in partnership with local busi-

nesses, and perform various administrative functions as requested by the State Marine Board in Salem. 

 



 

Dunes Patrol:  One deputy is responsible for patrolling the 

dunes recreation area in Lane County, helping those recreating 

in the dunes enjoy our beautiful area safely.  The dunes out of 

Florence are a draw to many out of area, including out of state 

visitors to recreate with their Off-Highway Vehicles.  This posi-

tion is funded by an Oregon State Parks grant. 

 

Resident Deputy Program:  This program was initially grant 

funded and allows for three deputies to be assigned to specific geographical areas within Lane Coun-

ty, allowing each of the deputies to employ a community policing approach in effort to provide better 

public safety service delivery for residents in those areas.  Currently, the resident deputies are as-

signed to the McKenzie/ Mohawk area, South Lane County, and West Lane County.   

 

Civil Service:  Two deputies are assigned to the Civil Section, and are responsible for the service of 

court papers (Restraining Orders, Stalking Orders, Forcible Eviction papers, Judgment and Restitution 

paperwork, etc.) for residents within the urban growth boundary of Eugene and 

Springfield.  They are also responsible for processing Sheriff’s Real Property Sales 

and Personal Property Sales as issued by the Circuit Court; this workload has sky-

rocketed in the last few years due to significant increases in Real Property foreclo-

sures on residential and business property.  The court papers for residents outside 

the urban growth boundary are served by the main office patrol and resident depu-

ties. 

 

Transport:  Seven deputies and a sergeant are responsible for the transport of in-

mates to and from court appearances, other correctional facilities, medical appointments, and other 

travel to non-secure areas outside the correctional facility.   

 

Contracts:  Residents in the cities of Creswell and Veneta pay additional taxes to purchase patrol ser-

vices dedicated to their specific city, allowing for enhanced services.  Veneta has four deputies as-

signed to their city and Creswell has three.  A contract ser-

geant supervises these two programs as well as Marine Pa-

trol. 

The law enforcement programs discussed above rely on the 

support and infrastructure of the standard patrol services pro-

vided by main office patrol.  We strive to provide the best 

law enforcement services possible to the residents and visi-

tors of Lane County so we can live and play in safe commu-

nities and neighborhoods! 
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         Have you ever considered a career in law enforcement? 
 

We are currently accepting applications for Deputy Sheriff (full time, paid position) and  
Reserve Deputy Sheriff (volunteer position). 

 
To learn more, visit www.lanecounty.org or call 541-682-4179 for more information. 

 
Come join us and help keep our neighborhoods safe! 
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We are Hiring Deputy Sheriffs and Reserve Deputy Sheriffs! 

Spring Flooding 

As recently as January 2012, Lane County experienced a significant flood-

ing event that resulted in damage to public infrastructure, small business-

es, and private property. 

 

Preparing before a flood event occurs is the best way to mitigate damage 

to life and property.   

 

 Obtain sandbags ahead of time and have a plan for filling and stacking 

them. 

 In case of evacuation, put together a grab-n-go bag to ensure you will 

have items needed if you are asked to leave your residence in a hurry.  

Be sure to include waterproof or water resistant gear and clothing.   

 Be aware that most home insurance policies do not cover damages re-

sulting from flood.  If you feel your property is at risk of flooding con-

tact your insurance agent for information on the National Flood Insur-

ance Program.    

 

If flooding in your area does occur, listen to the radio or television 

advisories and follow instructions from local officials.   

 

Never walk or drive through moving water as you or your  

vehicle can be easily swept away. 

 

For more information on ways to prepare yourself and family for 

a disaster visit the Lane County Emergency Management website 

at www.lanecounty.org/prepare. 

http://www.lanecounty.org/
http://www.lanecounty.org/prepare

